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T is at the requeſt, of the affectionate 
and long happy conſort, but now ſor⸗ 
rowing widow, of my highly eſteemed 
friend, the late Reverend, and truly vene · 
rable, Dr. Caleb Fleming, that I am 
this day to addreſs you, on his diſmiſſion 
From this ſcene of labour and trial; after 
having attained, through the favour of 
Providence, to the uncommon age of al- 
moſt eightyrone years. \ Ia | 
1 could not refuſe my beſt endeavours, | 
to perform this laſt public inſtance of re- 
 ſpe-to the memory, of one, whoſe cha- 
racter I ſo much revered, and with whom 


I had the pleaſure, of a long and, pecu- 


liar intimacy. His relatives, and other 
friends who may be: preſent on this oc- 
- cafion, particularly thoſe, who. have en- 
joyed the benefit of his paſtoral ſervices z, 
to whom his worth muſt be better known 


chan I can deſcribe. it, will kindly accept 
'B the 


21 


. 
the attempt, ſhort as it may fall of their 
convictions and my wiſhes. 
The words I have choſen to inſiſt on, 
becauſe in a high degree characteriſtic of 
our departed friend, and, at the ſame 


time, replete with admonition and com- 
. are e of _ 2 7258 Paul, 


3 


2 1 12. 


F. - rejoicing is this, the teftimony of 
our conſcience, that in ſimplicity and godly 
' ſincerity, not with fleſhly wiſdom, but by 
tbe grace of God, we have bad gur con- 
|  verfation in the world. = ©. 


2 


- GT. paul, whoſe prises ia line of 
conduR, and whoſe happy experience, 
/ conſequent upon his ſteady adherence to 
them, are deſcribed in the paſſage now 
read, was by his profeſſion as a Chriſtian, 
and ſtill more by his office as an apoſtle, 
expoſed to peculiar difficulties and dangers. 
Pure and excellent as the religion of Jeſus _ 
is in its nature, and mighty as the evi- 
825 dence 


N 

a derice was; with which it was attended 
pf its divine original; on its firſt pabn- 
cation, it met with a general and Re, 
oppoſition. Both Jews and Gentiles; 
widely as they differed in thelt religious 
tenets and uſages; conſideted Chriſtianity } 
as 4 dangerous innovatioy ; and thought 
themſelves highly concerned; if paffible; © 
to defeat the ſucceſs of it. Hence the fat - 
greater part of both theſe claſſes of men 
not only rejected it themſelves; but alſo 
united in their endeavours to diſcourage 
the ptofeſſion of it, by the moſt 'contenips - 


ftuous and injuridus treatment of thoſe 


who ventured to make it. And as the 
| altefation; which tlie Chriſtiah ſcheme 
was deſigned to introduce, by ſabſtituting 


a new and very different inſtitutibn of re- 


ligion, inſtead of the former Jewiſh and 
Heathen eſtabliſhments; could not but 
be particularly offenſive to thoſe who werd 
in authority; the aid of the- ſecular arm 
woas therefore not wanting to ſupport th 
clamours of the "AR and bring the 
ISNT Pers * 2 © -- _—_— 


— 


r 
abettors of this new doctrine to what they | 
judged a condign puniſhment. More par- 


' ticularly was the reſentment of an infidel 


world levelled againſt thoſe, who, while 
they. avowed the Chriſtian - faith them- 
ſelves, were alſo engaged in bringing over 


others to the reception of it. Accord- 
ingly, when malice. had perpetrated, to 


the utmoſt of its power, its cruel deſigns 
on the petſon of the great Founder of our 


huaoly religion, by putting him to the pain- 
N ful and ignominious death of the croſs; 
the ſame evil ſpirit continued to exert ĩt· 
ſelf in perſecuting the apoſtles - of our 


Lord, who, agreeably to the ſpeciab com- 
miſſion Which they had received from 


him, were employed in the communica- 


tion of, that word of truth, which at firſt 
began to be. ſpoken, by the Lord Chriſt 


: himſelf. St. Paul was no leſs diſtinguiſhed 


by. bis ſufferings. in the Chriſtian cauſe, 


than: by the, zeal which-he manifeſted i in 
; the ſupport of it; and the greatneſs of 


the one in ſuch a ſtate of things, is, in- 


ICS TH. 3 * 1 deed, 


. 
* 
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deed, naturally to be accounted for, by 
the vigour and ſteadineſs of the other. 

In the epiſtles of this apoſtle, we have 
frequent mention of the troubles he 
underwent, or to Which he ſtood expoſ- 
ed; though never in any ſuch way as was 
inconſiſtent with true fortitude of mind, 
or, indeed, in any other, 'but what was 
clearly and ſtrongly expreſſive of it. In 
the chapter where our text is, he patticu- 


larly addreſſes the Corinthian converts nx 


this ſubject; acknowledging, in terms of 
the warmeſt gratitude, the abundant ſup- 
port with which he was favoured by the 
God of all comfort; and this with the 
benevolent deſign of ſtrengthening the 

minds of the perſons, to whom he-wrote; 
who, as profeſſors of the ſame religion, 
though only in a private capacity, were 
partakers with; him in ſuffering; on that 
account, He praks' of one deliverance, 
which he had experienced, when in im- 
minent danger of death, which animated 


his confidence in the ſame divine poõ-e. 


9 and 


44641 
and mercy; to which he thankfully aſcribes 
this eſcape, for his further preſervation, 
as long as Infinite Wiſdom ſaw fit. He 
was, however, prepared for the worſt; 
being fully determined, that, with the 
divine aid, he would ſtill continue faith- 
fully to diſcharge the important duties of 
his apoſtolic office; whatever perils might 
await him in the execution of it: and un- 
der all his paſt trials, and thoſe to which 
he was further liable, there was one grand 
ſource of conſolation, from which he de- 


rived the firmeſt ſupport to his faith and 


hope ; and what that was, he' informs us 
in the text; for our rejoicing is this, the 
teſtimony of our conſcience, that in ſimplicity, 
and godly fincerity, not with fleſhly wiſdom, 
but by the grace of God, we have had our 


5 converſation in the world. It may not be 


altogether undeſetving of notice, that, 
though it is to be ſuppoſed St. Paul had 
à more direct reference to himſelf in this 
fleſcription; he yet makes uſe of plural 
. including other of his fellow- la- 
3 45 | bourers 
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bourers in the goſpel, and hereby ſuggeſt- : 


ing, with a generoſity of heart, worthy of 
1mitation, that he conſidered them, not 


only as profeſſedly embarked with him in 
one noble deſign, but alſo as conduct- 


ing themſelves on the ſame excellent 
principle, and purſuing equally upright 
- meaſures, for the accompliſhment of it. 


And there is the more reaſon for ſuppoſ- 
ing this to have been his view; as, in the 


firit verſe of the chapter, he ſpeaks wo 


Timothy, whom he calls our brother, -as 
being with him, at the time wen he 
wrote this epiſtle. : : 
The words are in themſelves ſo pin 
as to need but little comment upon them 
They repreſent, in a clear and forcible 
manner, what that ſpirit, or diſpoſition 
of mind, was, which actuated and go- 
verned him in all his ſervices, as an 
apoſtle of Chriſt, and the whole of his 
behaviour, towards all, with whom he had 
any connection, or to whom, under the 
guidance of divine Providence, he was led 
BY to 


8 


% 


7 
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| 4: 30 8.38 
to miniſter. This was, ſimplicity, or 
plainneſs of heart, and ſincerity before 
God, or a ſincere, prevailing regard to his 

approbation and acceptance not a fleſhly 
wiſdom, that is, not that worldly policy, 


_ _ "which ſeeketh its own private emolument 


or ſecular gain — but, on the contrary, the 
ſpirit of that wiſdom which is from above, - 
whoſe illuminating and animating influ- 
ences were gracioufly imparted to him in 
an eminent degree. Such was the com- 
plexion and happy turn of the apoſtle's 
mind; theſe the 219 000 on me he 
acted. | 
"48 any further Noftration were YI 
- FO the apoſtle has himſelf given us a 
ſufficient one in the ivth Chapter of this 
| Epiſtle, Ver. 2. where he ſays Mie have 
renounced the hidden things of diſhoneſty, 
not walking in craftineſs, nor handling the 
word of God deceitfully, but by man 22 ation 
of the truth, commending ourſelves to every 
| man's conſcience in the fight of God. It 


w the S T of this religious 


| 1 199 ] 
integrity, or the teſtimony of conſcienes 
4 the power of it in his mind, that was 
the ground of his rejoicing. The word 
which we render rejoicing, is elſewhere 
tranflated, glorying; and the latter is its. 


more literal meaning, I ſcarce need, 


however, to obſerve, A no other kind 


of glorying can be intended, than fuch 4 


juſt ſelf- approbation, as is the inſeparable 


attendant of habitual integrity; in a wells » - | 


informed mind. This is intirely confiſte 
ent with a humble ſenſe of its imperſec- 
tion, and obligations to the grace or free 
goodneſs of God, for all its attainments in 
| knowledge and righteouſneſs; as the fas 
culties, by which we acquire them) are 
his gifts, and all the means of improving 
theſe nobler powers of our nature are of 
his appointment, and the effects of his 
grace or favour. To him we are all 
highly indebted for his co-operating aids; 
though both Reaſon and Revelation'teach 
us to regard, hem „as ever commiunicated 


, : pe — 28 
, 2 1 , 4 3 
\ 4 5 * | = gb N 2 N 4 
* * —— 3 41 4 : - d 
- 
. * > 
" . 
y — 
— 
- d » 
* U 


. * * : 
1 447% : 


\ * 4 
in 
* 


T 10 hh | 
in a way perfectly conſiſtent, with the 
_vgency. of man; not as ſuperſeding, but 
aſſiſting that moral culture, which is our 
indiſpenſible duty, and which imme» 
dliately depends on our own proper choice. 
This humble and grateful. ſenſe of our 
dependence on the Father of our ſpirits, 
for our attainments in gaodneſs, in the 
view now given, while it is intirely con- 


ſiſtent with the juſt applauſes of an ap- 
pfroving conſcience, is alſo in itſelf a very 


important branch of that religious tem- 

per, the conſciouſneſs of which is the 
foundation of our glorying or rejoicing. 
St; Paul was a moſt illuſtrious example 
of the influence of this truly pious and 
Chriſtian diſpoſition... Accordingly in the 
text, with that conſcious integrity, in 


| Which he rejoiced, he unites the impor- 


tant conſideration of the grace or favour 
of God, as aiding and r him in 


15 as acquiſition of it. - 


I ſhall only Juſt add. here, ves in ks 
e ing or n of which the apoſtle 
ſpeaks, 


om” $2 : | g IT ] 
ſpeaks, we are ' undoubtedly to confi 


him 28 including, both the preſent in- 
ward ſatisfaction, which he experienced, ih 


arifing from the judgment of his own -- 


mind ; and likewiſe the glorious hope of 
that immortal life and blefſedneſs which 
the goſpel ſet before him; as a reward, 
which would amply compenſate all his 
labours and ſufferings, and crown his 

utmoſt wiſhes. That the character of the 


Apoſtle fully correſponded ta the view of 15 


it given in the text, the hiſtory which 
we have of his life, in the writings 
of the New Teſtament, affords us the 
cleareſt and moſt ſatisfatory evidence. 
But not to enter into this at preſent; 
I haſten to the proper application of * 
paſſage, which I ſhall. | 


I. Conſider, as deſeriptive of the tem- 
per and conduct of the faithful miniſters 
2 pe Chriſt i in * I ſhall then, 


1. More particularly diret your * 


a cha- 


4 L 12 ] | * 
a character, which has been ſet before 


us in the life and converſation of our r de- 
| Pens friend. 


 _ Theſe views of the abject will ſuggeſt 
| forme further. reflections, conſolatory and 


inſtructive, as the nnn of the 


* whole. 


. Or the teclarition of St. Paul in the 
text, as applicable to the en miniſ- 
ters of Chriſt i in general. 


It is Ape, (1.) Of 4 rey 
| * their views and conduct in the exerciſe 
ol cheir miniſtry. And (2.) Of the happy 
effect of it, in the ſatisfactions and joys, 
which flow. from the teſtimony of con- 
| ſcience to the prevailing influence of ſuch 
a ener 


| "(a ) As to the ptiociple siti A a 
they are governed in their public labours, 


or, agreeably to our Apoſtle's language, 


in the general tenor of their converſation 
wich the world. Though the miniſters 
G 2 5 2 855 * of 


RT 
of the goſpel are not, in common, expoſed 


to the ſame difficulties and dangers as the 

apoſtles were; they are, however, by no 
means exempt from all trials of their in - 
tegrity. IF they are not under the like 


temptations: to a total apoſtacy from the 


Chriſtian faith, they are yet not without 
their diſcouragements in a ſteady adlhie- 


rence to what, upon careful examinatiom 


of Chriſtianity. 


Diſſeuters, though the liberty of private 


judgment is, among Chriſtians of that 


appears to them to ** the zune 
Nat to —__ tends into clit topilotin | 
ſubject In the miniſtry among Proteſtant 


denomination, an acknowledged princi- 


ple; and is, indeed, the only rational 


ground of their ſeparation from all reli- 


gious eſtabliſhments; it is yet not to be 


denied, that they are far from being con- 
ſiſtent in maintaining the exerciſe of that 
principle in its proper extent. Many 
there are, who, while they claim this 
privilegs for themſelves, will by no means 

| an % 


14 1 


Aer cs fame Pale: to others, Creeds 
and confeſſions, of meer human authority; 
which have no better an origin and ſup- 


Bos port than the opinion of fallible men 


(deſerving and venerable as their charac- 
ters may be in ſome reſpects) are too com- 
monly held in a degree of eſtimation, to 
which they can have no juſt claim: and 
though the ſanction of the civil power 
may be denied as having, in truth and 
reaſon, any weight to enforce the receps 
tion of them; they are yet implicitly 
followed, with an equally blind ſubmiſ- 
ion, as any formularies whatever, which 
are magiſterially eſtabliſhed and defended: 
. Jam ſorry to add, few, comparatively, are 
thoſe diſſenting focieties; in which a true 
liberality of ſpirit ſo far generally obtains, 
as to admit their miniſters to think and 
Judge freely for themſelves; or, at leaſt, 
io ſpeak, with freedom and without re- 
ſerte, what they apprehend to be the 
pure, nenne doctrines 0 * 
on-. 


" Thers 


T's: } 
points of doctrine; at beſt, matters of dark 
and doubtful diſputation, if not doctrines 
notoriouſly repugnant to the dictates of rea- 
ſon and common ſenſe; or, which is much 
more to be regretted, doctrines, which, 
though, I doubt not, they ate viewed in 4 
very different light by many who hold 
them, do in themſelves directly tend to 
weaken the obligations, if not ſap the 
very foundation of morality, by furniſh- - 
ing falſe grounds of hope, and ſuch as are 
independant on moral and perſonal righte- 
_ ouſneſs; there are, I ſay; ſome'points' of 
doctrine of this nature, which, abſurd as 
they are in themſelyes and hurtful in their 
attended with that certainty, and deemed 


about them, but, ſtill more, to declare 
againſt them, is ſufficient to incur upon 
him the heavy charge of unſoundneſo 
in the faith, and render him odious to 
thoſe, whom he wiſhes to ſerve in their 


beſt intereſts. 


I forbear 


ſo ſacred, that for a miniſter to be filent _ 


ment of St. Petet, as the rule of gur con- 


. 3 knowledge W item : 10 2804 (551 U 
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815 bee purſuing theſe unpleaſing, 
chaugho tos wall grounded refleQtions; and 
ſnall enn lude them with obſerving, that 
theſe are citcumſtances, which have a vory 
diſeautagiog aſpect on the miniſterial 
character, and are no inconſiderable trials 
of the integrity of many, who have taken 
it upon them. In ſuch! a ſituation, what , 
zadicieys: Chriſtian will doubt the pro- 
priety--of our -adopting the anke | 


duct, namely, that we 0ught ts olg Gad. 
rather than men ; Truth is the cauſe of 
God. Of this We! profeſs - .outſelves: mi- 
viſters;.| and are, therefore, hy the mature 
of our offices: callod upon to:1tand forth = 
in its defence, and te codeayour; t the 
vimolt; of our power to promote the 


All truths are not, indeed, of equal 
moment. Unqueſtionably, thoſt, which 
8, relate to practice, are of the higheſt im- 

portance, and ought hie to be 88855 
1 n AA . 29. od „Jock. 
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| on; There is alfo à great d y Both 


5 in the gifts, which the great Father and 


and godly fincerity ; which, if they form 


Lord ef all hath feet fit to" inipart'ss 
thoſe who are engaged in the work of the 
miniſtry, and in the capacities and taſte 
of thoſe among whom they labour. Phis 
not only 'admits of,” but calls for, forme 
difference in the manner in which miniſ⸗- 
ters are reſpectively to conduct their mi- 
niſtrations; each taking care to make 
choice of that, by which they are likely to 


render 'themfelves moſt inftrumentdl''t® 


| the edification of their hearers. But ſtill 
al Mould be conſiſtent with fimplicity 


the heart, will have a governing inſſuence 
on all the fervices of thoſe, who" preach. 
the word. The faithful fervant of Jeſus 
will honeſtly, and without diſguiſe, im- 
part the reſult of his enquiries,” on all 
thoſe grand points which concern the , 


duty and happineſs of man. All dupli- 


city of ſpeech he will carefully avoid; 
e it as a practice no leſs diſho- _ 
C nourable 


J 1 


1 4 4. 


nourablo in itſelf, than it is e 
with the proper deſign of his office, by a 
ſervile accommodation to the prejudices , 
of mankind, to ſtrengthen, inſtead of cor - 
_ refting, their miſtakes, and confirm them 
in error, inſtead of leading them into the 
knowledge of the truth. In a word, he 
will not ſhun to declare to them the whole 
counſel.of God, reſpecting their everlaſt- 
ing ſalxation ; but, in conformity to the 
advice of our Apoſtle to Timothy, and 
Titus“, he will en meekne/+ infirutt theſe 
that oppoſe - themſelves ; reprove,; rebuke, 
exbort,. with all long-ſuffering ; in all 
ehings,. ſpewing himſelf. a pattern of good 
worm in dodtrine uncorruptneſs, . gravity, 
' fincerity,:: ſound ſpeech that cannot be con- 
demned, that. he | that. is of the contrary 
; part may be aſhamed, baving no evil to ſay 
in. And great muſt be the happi- 
neſe, which every miniſter of this de; 
ſeription enjoys in this world: for hat- 
_  gver diſficulties or diſcouragements of an 
12 Fim. ü. 2% Chap. iv. 3. Titus ii. 7» 8 
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* Sterbal sture Be may meet with; 4s : 
has à treaſure within him, which is of 


incomparably ſuperior worth to all the 


treaſures of earth, even that inward folid : 


peace and ſatisfaction, Which the world 
can neither give nor take away.” bf 

Of this happy effect of godly fincerity, 
in the diſcharge of the miniſterial duty, 


Ino proceed to ſpeak. Having before 


hinted at the extenſiye inflienee of bi- 


gotry and uncharitableneſs, in matters of - 
religious opinion ; 1 "ſhould be greatly 


wanting, did I not obſerye, on the other 
hand; that the cauſe of truth and liberty 
has 4 confiderable, though, in a compa- 


rative view, but a mall, number of ſteady 
friends and generous ſupporters, by whoſe: - 


concurrehce and liberality,” miniſters of 
the fame enlarged turn of mind are, 1 in 


ſome degree, encouraged to go on in the 
proſecution of their ſtudies and labouts. 
Ge may at the ſame time, while narrow, 


party | (fidmns, and' almoſt every ſpecies 


ol doctrine which the ignorance. or arti- 


K fi ce 


1 e 
ier of man can deviſe, and which. are s 
_ gnintelligible, as they are - indefenfible, 


- aided: by the efforts of a blind, hut furious 
#4}. are. daily jocreafing e 3 
he gatoriqus and viſible is the declen - 
lion among the friends. of free, inquiry. 
andliberal ſentiments};Hence neglect; and 
detraction, become the trying lot of many, 
whole time and talents are employed in 
promoting. the noble cauſe of religion and 
virtue amongſt mankind; Paipful, how- 


cer, as theſe returns ate forcheirupright 


© he has confidence towards God: Tt his | 


and diligent labgurs; thejr; oanſcious in- 
tegrity and hope of the divine approben | 
tion give a firmneſs and ſtability to their 
mige, which gllcyjates all. their montifi- | 
cations and trials, To ſecure; the teſti. 
- mony of chat inward: witneſs, which, is 
either te beſt. friend or the worſt enemy 
of men, is the ultimate view of.cvery one, 
who, worthily fills the miniſterial chsras · 
ter: and his beart, not condemaing him, 


oP. god en eee how 
Sed” 8 9 9 — | 


Is 
Abt bren crowned” with the ſucten bs 
wiſhed ; he has, yet, the ſatisfaction of 


reſlecting, that He has been ſteady in bis 


adhefence to the great intereſts of truth 


and virtue, and has not bäſely facrificed 


them, for the fake of popular applauſe 
or ſordid gain. That ſublimeſt of all 
joy, which ſprings from this sen) 
of conſcience, renders him calm and 


adds a true teliſh to every bleffing which 
he ſhares; and animated by its cheering 


influences; he anticipates the awfol hour 


of his diflolation with compoſure and res 
ſignation; 5 having finiſhed his courſes 
and kept the faith, he is ealled de re- 


ceive the glotions future reward of all his 


labouts and ſufferings, even that crown 
of righteouſnefs, which the Lord hath 


_ promiſed to chen, Who © love! * obey 


_ Wit 10 "(1270 
a the biief dclirpations hoc PEE ond 
in which I have endeavoured to ſet forth, 
ak gerietal vyiew,'the ſpirit and deſign of 
Cc 3 * 


fabmiffive under all the evils he ſuffers 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
* 
* 
; 
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the apoſtle g deſcription i in the text; we 
have thoſe moral features, which are fo 

; truly characteriſtic of our departed friend, 
as muſt have pointed him out to the 
lively remembrance of all who knew him. 
So. conſpicuous and exemplary was the 
integrity of the late Reverend Dr. Caleb 
Fleming, as to be almoſt univerſally 
acknowledged and admired, and even by 
thoſe who differed moſt from him in their 

religious ; ſentiments. They, who had 
any acquaintance with him,, could not but 
obſerve that he ſtood eminently. diſtin- 
guiſhed by an honeſt plainneſs of heart, 
a difintereſted regard to what appeared to 
him to be truth and right; inſomuch that 
there was ſcarcely any one, who was not 
ready to declare their full conviction, of 
the ſtricteſt conformity, in all his mini- 
ſtrations, to the dictates of his, beſt judg- 
ment, and of the rectitude of the views 
upon which he ated; much as, they 


might think him miſtaken in ſome of his 


opinions, and though they might enter 
f 944 OP wy E97 "a tain 


| 7 * 1 7 
faib ie mölt formidable apprehetifions 
| of their tendeney.— teſtimony this, to 


the character of our friend, which does 


him the higheſt honour, and is much 
more to be valued, thah the watmeſt eu⸗ 
logiums, which could have been beſtowed 
upon him, either for the clearneſs and 
rationality of the doctrines which he 
| preached, on the one hand, or the ſup⸗ 
| poſed orthodoxy of them, oh the other. | 
In thoſe well-known” ticles of out 


„ _ 
= hone man's the a work of Gabe. 

For modes of faith let graceleſs zealots * | 

. . » His can't. be wrong whoſe life is in the right. / 
Ai EsvaY on en Ep. +1. 248. Ep. 3, 305, 306. 
But vey expectations; and my o.π]n de- 
. lead me to be more Lanka = 
J n He 


«7, % 4 4.3 _ 
; « The Dede, in_tis_1ath year, drew up ſome 


| memolrs of his life, which he left to his particular © |» 


friend, and relation by marriage, the Reverend Mr, 


Joleph Towers, to be diſpoled-of at his GIF 
N Accot 


TRE © 
He was born at Nottingham, of re- 
| putable parents, who had a very re- 
ſpectable deſcent. He very early diſco- 
vered an uncommon taſte for literature, 
and ſeems alſo, from his earlieſt youth, 
to have had an inclination to the miniſte- 

rial character. A cloſe attention was 
given by his parents to the culture of his 
mind; who, likewiſe, conſulting his ge- 
nius, put him under proper maſters, to 
inſtruct him in claſſical, as well as other 
branches of learning ; though their views 
do not appear to have been directed to 
that profefiion, of which he became ſo 
bright an ornament. 80 early, as between 
the years of fix and ſeven, he had made 
à conſiderable degree of proficiency in the 
knowledge of the Latin language; to 
whieh, and other ſtyidies of the like na- 
ture, he continued his attention for ſeve- 

ral years after. At about ſixteen years of 


| Accordingly from thoſe memoirs I am furniſhed with 
- moſt of. the. incidents related in the following ac- 
count. Ad 7. 106 baoglih ed 3: O99 1 


ge 


pe cad 
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age, he applied himſelf to the ſtudy of 
Logic, Ethics, Natural Philoſophy, and 
Aſtronomy, in which he had the aſliſt- 
ance of the Reverend Mr. John Hardy, 
a learned divine, and a man of a very li- 
beral mind. He was alſo inſtructed in 
Geometry and Trigonometry, by a: Mr. 
Needham, who was diſtinguiſhed for his 
ſkill in thoſe ſciences; and under his Carey 
he went through ſeyeral books of Euclid, 
He alſo had particular advantages for im- 
provement in the knowledge of Theology 
from the inſtruction of the judicious and 
learned divine beforementioned, of which 
- he made the beſt uſe; as he all along 
ſeems to have had his attention directed 
to that kind of knowledge, and to have 
made it his favourite purſuit. He con- 
tinued at Nottingham for ſeveral years 
after, when he removed to London. Here 


MI. Raoy hies in Nottingham, and, for many 
years, tbok the care of 2 ſmall numbet uf pupils 


who were boarded in Noni OE 
rious branches of literature. 8 


„ 
= = * 
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he acquired a confiderable intimacy with 
the Reverend Mr. John Holt, who was 
afterwards, for a number of years, one of 
the profeſſors of the Academy at War- 

' Hingtori, To that gentleman he alſo ac- 
knowledges himſelf greatly indebted, for 
affiſting and encouraging him in his ftu- 
dies, and for much uſeful inſtruction. By 
his advice, .he further improved himſelf 

In claffical * knowledge, and particularly 
applied himſelf to the ſtudy of the Greek 
and Hebrew languages; though he had 


not as yet come to any determination of 


taking n _—_ hen NAT cha- 
oe ter. g fr on 
From theſe adoldtes l it pee that 4 
good foundation had been laying from 
eatly life, to qualify him for his aftet 


+ profeſſion; and though he did not enter 


upon it till Tong beyond the uſual time, 
yet fe perſons have entered upon it bet- 
ter furniſhed, and eſpecially in that branch 
of knowledge, which is more peculiarly 
| proper to this office, and neceſſary to the 
| I | - uſeful. 


(Leer! 

uſeful diſcharge of the duties of it. Such 
were his abilities and i improvements, that, 
previous to his engaging in the miniſtry 
among the Proteſtant Diſſenters, he be- 
came noticed by the Reverend Dr. John 
Thomas, the preſent Biſhop of Wincheſ- 
ter, by whom he was recommended to 
the regard of Sir George Fleming, the 
then Biſhop of Carliſle. . In conſequence: 
of this, the Biſhop ſent him a preſenta- 
tion to a living in Cumberland, with the 
promiſe of à further ample proviſion, 
And here I cannot omit mentioning} an 
inſtance of generoſity. on the part of Dr, 
Thomas, which does no ſmall honour to 
his character. The benevolent-minded 
Prelate, apprehending our friend's, cir- 

cumſtances to be narrow, made him an 

offer of advancing a handſome ſum to de- 
fray the expences of a removal to ſo great . 
a diſtance. This alluring encouragement 
was ſet before him at a. time, when he 
had a wife and ſeveral children, having 


| been carly'x married to his now-mourning 
widow, 


| 1 28 ] 
_ Widow, and was deſtitute of all reſources 


to provide for chern, as he had then quit- 
ted the ſecular employment, in which for 
n number of years he was engaged. In 
his deſtitute condition, and With all the 
weight of à cute upon him, in which 
every tender and affectionate feeling of his 
Tuſceptible heart muſt be deeply intereſt- 
ed; difapproving, on mature deliberation, 
the terms of conformity, with a fortitude, 
Which marks out an uncommon elevation 
_of mind, but, at the ſame time, with the 
Juſt reſpect which was dut to his com- 
paffionate and very obliging patrons, he 
- &eclitied accepting the propoſal, The 
part which that truly amiable woman, the 
ſympathetic compatiloti of his life, and 
 Thater in His diſtreſſes, took in this mat - 
ter, muſt not be overlooked. She kindly 
" Uided his pions and virtubus refolation, 
by the fulleſt aud tendereſt affurances of | 


ber chickrfulf teallineſs to undergo the moſt 


extreme hardſhips, rather than obtain re- 
— Hef at che expence of his integrity and 
N l | b 5 peace. 


: F@ÞJ 
peace, Such was the noble ſacriſes 
which this truly religious pair united in 
making to the calls of duty and con- 
ſcience; committing themſelves to the 
care of that-merciful Proyidence, to whoſe 


- - ſacred will they gave this ſignal proof of 


the moſt corgial and unreſeryed obedience, 
And from that Almighty Power and 
Goodneſs, in which they truſted, they 
ſoon derived that out ward ſuccout in this 
time of their peed, which has been mat⸗ 
ter a grteſul — to them ved 
1 1 not ls _ * bie milk 
try among the Piſſenters, and preached 
occaſiqnally, in different places in tho 
country, and round the metropolis ; ho 
was, on the death of the Reverend Mr. 
Mupckley, in the year 173fl. choſan ib 


ſucceed him, as paſtor of a con gregation 


in Bortholomew Cloſe. 2 | 
5 To that people he had a very 8 | 


able. recommendation by Nr, Avery. wha 
had yon one of their miniſters. $60n 
after 


SP 


1 | 
after his cleliion, hs was ordained 3 which! 


| ſervice he juſtly placed in the only ratio- 


nal poĩnt of view, of being recommend 
edi by his fathers and brethren in the mi- 
niſtry, to the favour of God, and the af- 
fectionate regard of the people. On this 
oceafion; he aſſerted the freedom with 
which he thought, by conſenting, to no 
other confeflion, than a general declara- 


tion of his faith in the revelation of the | 
Goſpel ; which; allow me juſt to obſerve 


here, as made before the people to whom 


we miniſter, ſtands upon a very different | 


footing, from the making that, or any 


other declaration of our religious faith, at 


the requiſition'of the civil magiſtrate; and 


in compliance with his demand, as'a'con- 
dition of legal toleration. The ceremony | | 
23 of hands he ally felffed * 


Nen 8 10. 10 


F The miniſters, who afiſted at big 3 han: 
De. Jeremiah Hunt, Mr. Samuel Chandler, Mr. Tho- 


mat Mole, Mr. George Benſon, Mr. Joſeph Sym- | 
monds, and Mr. Nathaniel Sandercock—Dr. ou 
| preached, E Chandler gave the Charge, 


3s T8: . : 00 
* 
\ 


LN | 
to ſubmit to, becauſe he. conſidered 1 
void of any juſt meaning, where no extra- 

ordinary gifts are, or can be, imparted. 
In this ſituation he cantinued to offis. 
ciate till the year 1753, when, on the de- 
clining health of that judicious, as well 
as eloquent; and, by all the friends of ra- 
tional religion and free enquiry, greatly 
admired preacher, the Reverend Dr. James 


Faſter, then miniſter to a morning ſociety, | 


at Pinners Hall, our friend was appointed 
to. the office of Afliſtant-preacher to him, / 
ſtill officiating in the afternoon. at Bar- 
tholomew Cloſe. On. the death of Dr. 
Foſter, which: topk place not long after, 


5 
＋ 


he was choſen to ſucceęd the Doctor in th 


paſtoral office, in which view he had been 


alſo warmly recommended to the ſociety - 


by his worthy and benevolent predeceſſor. - 


It was not long after this appointment, 

before the Society in Bartholomew Cloſe, 
being greatly reduced, and that chiefly by 
the death of its aged members, was diſ- 
ſolved, molt of the remaining few uniting 

| them 


— 


2 


„ 
themſelves to the fociety at Pinners Hall; 


where, as you well know, Dr. F leming 
continued to officiate with a moſt. exem 


Platy afſiduity, till diſabled by the prow- 
ing infirmities: of his far-advanced age, 


which did not lay him wholly aſide till 
within ſome months ſhort of woe aer 
before his death. 

He. began and ever ported lle miniſ- 


try with a manly and truly Chriſtian 1 


berality of mind; with-holding nothing £ 


that he thought profitable to his hearers, 
and opening to them his ſentiments on 


the' ſeveral doctrines 'of religion wi with the 


greateſt freedom; to his views of which 
he fixed the attention of his audience, in 


an uncommon” degree, by the eafy and 
natural, but ſpirited and truly forcible, 
manner, in * his nen were * 
livered. 


. Andr have been ene tht 


0 bright à manifeſtation of the in- 


fluence of the true principle of religious 


dberey, he be and vital principle of | 


the 
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the Proteſtant Diſſent, would particularly 
have recommended him to the affectionate 
eſteem of all the miniſters of that perſua- 
fon; but here I am ſorry to obſerve, from 
bis own memoirs, the caſe was ſo much 
otherwiſe, that many of his brethren, and 
not only thoſe who were more Calviniſtic, - 
but ſome who might well have been ſap- 
poſed to be better informed, inſtead of 
encouraging his labours, behaved towards 
him with great coolneſs and diſreſpect. 
This was as unfriendly as it was unme. 
rited, and greatly tended to injure his re- 
putation among the laity, and by that 
means to defeat his-uſefulneſs, as well as 

expoſe him todifficulties. I will not fur- 

ther unveil this unpleaſing part of his 
hiſtory. Let the living be admoniſhed 
by it, to be more confiſtent with them- 
ſelves, and a& more worthy of the noble 
cauſe for which they profeſs themſelves 
advocates, Under the neglect and diſaf- 
fection of many, he had, however, the 


| Fg and countenance of a few others; 
r** x | who, 
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"Oy in their day and generation, — 
burning and ſhining lights, and who, be- 
ing dead, yet ſpeak, in thoſe uſeful publi- 
cations, which they have left behind 


them. I here particularly refer to thoſe 
learned and judicious divines, as well as 
pious and excellent men, the Reverend 
Dr. Jeremiah Hunt, and Dr. Nathaniel 
Lardner, the former of whom was the 
immediate predeceſior of Dr. F oſter, at 
Pinners Hall, With both theſe mipiſters : 
he held 4, peculiar - intimacy, and, as he 
reſpectfully and gratefully mentions, de- 
rived many advantages from it. Dr. 
Fleming, alſo, by his obliging temper and 
manners, by his improving converſation, 
but eſpecially and above all, by that free - 
dom and fidelity, which appeared in his 
public miniſtrations, pracured the higheſt 
regard from many reſpectable characters 
among the laity, whoſe generous ſupport 
he ſpeaks of with the utmoſt gratitude. 


Dur departed friend was an able and 
ret defender of the truth of the 
1 1 Goſpel» 


_ 
Goſpel-revelation, and a' cloſe. and. dili- 
gent examinet of its ſacred content. He 
was a ſteady aſſertor of the rights of pri- 
vate judgment and conſcience, in their 
proper latitude and extent. He explained 
the Scriptures, as they appeared to him, 
with precifion and freedom. The lead- 
ing principles of that theory of religion 
which he taught, and which guided, and 
animated all his miniſtrations, were ſuch . 
as are highly honourable to God and 
friendly to man. Theſe, whatever there 


was of a critical or argumentative nature 


in his diſcourſes, he always took care to 
apply to their moral and practical uſes : 
enforcing all which he uttered in the pul- 
pit, by the exemplary confiſtency of his 
own temper and conduct. He had many. | 
proofs of the ſucceſs of his miniſtry; _ 
though he had alſo 11 difficulties and 
diſcouragements, th f 
He diſtinguiſhed himſelf as an author 
as well as a miniſter. His publications 
were numerous; ſome on the moſt inte- 
D 2 teſting 


- 


5 
reſting ſubjecte, reſpecting the common 
cauſe of Chriſtianity and liberty; and his 
diſcuſſions of theſe were ſuch as were 
honoured with the approbation of not a 
few perſons of great judgment and kearn- 
ing, as well as high in rank and ſtation. 
Upon the 1 the life we have been 
ſurveying, was Both à very honourable 
| and uſeful ane; our ideas of which would 
be ill further heightened, were we ta 
unite with his qualifications + as d miniſter, 
the many amiable virtues, perſonal and 
ſocial, which he exhibited in à private 
tation. But to thoſe who knew him, to 
ay more would be needleſs ; and eſpeci- 
ally after the juſt and pleaſing delineation 
of his character, given, on the ſolemn 
occaſion of his interment 1 a 
{IF wn brother, | 


'To apply the len: nel | 


017 The ſubject is in thi hight de- 
gree conſolatory, under the lofs' of ſuch 
characters as we hays been deſcribing. * To 


Ak en 
die —is, indeed, no other than an event 
to which we are are all liable at every 
age, and in all conditions of life. That 
the body, which is worn out by age, ſhould 
diſſolve and turn to duſt, is to be ex- 
pected from the operation of thoſe laws, 
which, the Gyd of nature. hath ardained, 
and is unavoidable. But ſtill a ſcene. of 
death. 1 is in every inſtance awful; nor can 


„ 


filled the ſtations e them. by Pro- N 


vidence, ever take place, though deferred 
to che lateſt ſeaſon, without Jeaying 
impreſſions of ſerious concern on the 
thoughtful and well - inclined. The 
ſtroke. muſt be yet more deeply. felt, 
where the bonds of nature, or of friend- 
ſhip and love, have formed a cloſer. and 
more endearing connection. We are 
not, however, left to foreow;- as thoſe 
who are without, hope. The goſpel ad- 
miniſters the beſt ſupport, by the full 
aſſurance, which it gives of a happy ex- 
change of ſtates for the truly good, on 


WF” * + nr 
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their departure hence. They reſt from 
their labours, and their works follow 
them, to be crowned” with that glorious 
reward, which the Lord bath promiſed 
to his faithful ſervants. ' To this fource 
of ſtrong conſolation,” let me point the 
attention of the friends of 'that'venerable 
minifter of Chriſt, who has now! fiſhed 
his work and obtained his diſmiſſion ; 
to chin pole their ſpirits, and inſpire ſub- 
mifion to the merciful, though ufflictive 
l of Heaven. Tue ; ſympathetic "Heart 
muſt feel in the tendereſt manner for the 
affectibhate widowed conſort of this ex- 
cellent man and beſt of huſbands, who 
. is mourning over the diffolution of the 
deateſt of all connections, cemented by 
fixty years experience of the moſt perfect 
mutual amity. May the God of all 
comfort ſupport her under this painful 
ſtroke, and the infrmities of her far 
advanced Fears! the enn 
2. The doctrine of the text, and the 
voice of Providence in the diſpenſation 
Ar ; before 


18 39 J. 
before us, afford matter of the "moſt 


uſeful admonition. © ' . 
* Miniſtets are hereby reminded of the 
indiſpenſible obligations they are under 
to fidelity, in the communication of 
truth, according to their Judgment and 
convictions. —to maintain a” fette re: 
gard for promoting the influence "of pute 
and undefiled religion, and ths bebe, here 

— 4a ppinefs br 2 And tb af Up 
charge uf alt the düttes-of cel 
oe with 2fdmble"deþendanies on the 
favour and Welling of the " Alrtiighty 
Father of Spirits, for the furthtriite of 
thoſe Important ends. It is this, and this 
alone, which will ſecure the teſtimony 
of conſcience, and lay a ſolid foundation 
for rejoicing both living and dying: | 
while, if we are deſtitute of theſe beſt of 
all qualifications, in which- ever of the 
different denominations of Chriſtians we. 
rank, or whatever opinions e may 
| eſpouſe and defend; and whether we 


have been applauded or neglected by the 
. 4 world 


| [. 4⁰ 1 
world around us; in the hour of i impar- 
tial reflection, our own hearts muſt re- 
; proach and condemn us, and we ſhall at 
laſt be numbered. among the wicked and 
unprofitable, 
. They, who once enjoyed the benefit of 
our departed friend's miniſtrations, will 
allow. me juſt to hint, how highly it 
concerns them, to remember him, who 
ſpake unto them the word of God, and 
to follow his faith, conſidering the end 
of his converſation. They will permit 
me particularly to point to their recol- 
lection the ſtability of his adherence. to 
the Chriſtian faith, not as laid. down in 
any eſtabliſhed, or party ſyſtems, but as 
taught in the. genuine records - of the 
goſpel revelation. In the belief of that 
reyelation, he was fully confirmed by: the 
external evidence with which it came 
attended, and which he conſideted, as 
' amounting to a clear and ſatisfactory proof 
of its divine original. It was from that 
* * of truth, that he drew all 
. his 


[4 ] 
his inſtructions, and on its gracious 
aflurances . and precidus promiſes he built 
his hopes: nor was there any t 


| which he more reſented, than the idea gf 


his joining iſſue with the infidel, (becauſe 
he laboured to expoſe thoſe irrational 
doctrines, which, were matter of offence 
to both. 80 far (ſays the Doctor in his 


Memoirs) ** we are agreed z but then my 


„ defign has had a contrary: direction; 
* namely, to point cut the rational.in> | 
4 terpretation and its divine, evidence. 
% Whereas the unbeliever has played off 
4 all, his ridicule at the abuſive repre- 
«« ſentations of Chriſtianity, in order -t 


* throw contempt on the. very idea of 


divine revelation. We have agreed in 
«« pulling.down the abſurdity, but have 
« differed, wider about eſtabliſhing the 


reality. Vou, his friends, who highly f 


eſteemed and honoured him, and who 
are fully apprized of the clearneſs and 


propriety « of theſe his diſtinctions, will nat 


. his Td ae nor loſe the 


con- 


—— = a ˙— —U— —— — — — 
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* domvickion which they wrought in yout 
minds, but by reflection on the one, will 
give ſtrength and permanence to the 
Ster. With your faith you will alſo 
ugtiĩte thoſe ſeveral virtues and graces of 
character, which he taught from the pul- 
pit and enfbreed by his example i in pri- 
vate; that you; like him, may, in the 
_ teſtimony of conſcience; enjoy that noble 
fruit of integrity, which time will im- 
probe, but aceident can never blaſt: 
Finally, The inſtruction of the apoſtle 
and then preſent call of Providence ex- 
tend to us all. They powerfully exhort 
to fidelity in our ſoveral ſtations, pub- 
lic or private to that honeſty of principle 
and rectitude of conduct that undiſſem- 
bled piety and inflexible virtue that de- 
votion of mind, in the performance of all 
the external duties of religion, and that 
juſt dealing in our worldly tranſactions: 
in a word, they loudly admoniſh us to 
cultivate that ſimplicity and godly ſince- 
| weben * of true good- 


neſs, 


[4813 


neſs, and the beſt ſecurity to the regular 
practice of it—which form the character 
of the upright man and the real Chriſtian, 
and which will make us happy in our- 
ſelves and uſeful to others 80 ſhall both 


miniſſters and people rejoice together here, 


and the teſtimony of our conſcience be 
finally confirmed and honoured with the 
plaudit of our merciful Lord and Maſter, 
the appointed judge of quick and dead, 
in that all-enlivening-ſentence, Well done, 
good and faithful ſervants,” enter "ye 850 | 
the joy of your Lord :; and God grant that 
this may be the Dean and happineſt of 
us all. Amen 14% eee 
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PUNERAL ORATION. 


HE moſt caſual ſarvey- of thoſs 

numerous manſions of die dead, 
which this place exhibits to our view, 
muſt have a natural tendency to inſpire 
ſome degree of ſeriouſneſs and recollection 
even into the moſt thoughtleſs and inat- 
tentive. The tombs around us proclaim, 
in the moſt emphatic terms, that it 1 
given unto all men once to tie.” Nor can 
any be wholly inſenſible; that as theſe 
graves are filled with the remains of our 
fellow-creatures, ſome of them perhaps 
once our friends, it cannot be Tong before 
we alfo muſt deſcend into the ſame dreary 
habitations. The various ſcenes of life 
are, indeed, perpetually pointing out to 
us, that our refidence here is only tem- 
porary. As for man, his days are as graſs, 
4 wa as 


[48 ] | 
as a flower of the field, fo be fur bet b; | 
the wind palſerb over it, and it is gone, 
and the place thereof ſhall know it no more. 
Whatever may be the poſſeſſions, what- 
ever tho attainments of human beings, 
they muſt all in a few years quit this 
ſcene of action, and launch into the re- 
| gions of futurity, This i is the inevitable 
NV lot of all, of the poor and of the rich, 
of the weak and of the powerful, of the 
ignorant and of the learned. No age, no 
ſex, no rank or dignity, is exempted 
from the general decree. Whoever thou 
art, whatever thy ſituation, thy character, 1 
or thy circumſtances, Duff {Pay art, ang 
- unto duſt thou ſhalt return. 
We are now aſſembled to. 1 
the filent graye, the body of our late fe- 
verend, and departed friend and brother, 
Dr. CAE FLEMING, who ſuſtained, for 
many, years, with much reputation, the 
character of a Proteſtant Diſſenting Mi- , 
phaiſter in this metropolis. He. hath fi- 
3 iſhed his Jabours, and is gone to make 
| . up 


1 
— >. 


T2 1 WTO 
op his account with hie great Mafter; 
with his and our common Lord. | Tides 
fatigable in the purfuit of truth, and zea- 
lous in the promotion of what he appre- | 
hended to be fo, he ſpent the greater part 
of a long life in the duties of the iuĩhiſte⸗ 
rial office. A very large portion of his 
time, for a confiderable feries of years; 
was entirely appropriated to- the ſtud) of 


divinity, and to thoſe parts of knowledge | 
which are immediately connected with 


it; other ſtudies engaged comparatively 
little of bir attention; theology was at 
once his buſineſs and his pleafüre. Or- 
dinary amuſements and modes of relata- 
tion were little adapted to his taſte. For 
though he had naturally great chearful - 
neſs of tEmper, yet the gravity of the Di- 
vine eminently predominated in his cha- 
racter. Of the rights of conſeience he 
was a warm and reſolute aſſertor; and 
ever oppoſed, with a manly indignation, 
all intaſions of the right of private — 0 


ment. He was a Proteſtant, and 2 Pro- 
* E teſtant 
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reſtave Diflenter, from i inquiry, and upon 

principle, He engaged in the purſuit of 
truth with perſeyerance, and with ardour; 
and. thoſe who. differed from him in opi- 
nion could not queſtion his ſincerity, if 
they were under the influence of candour, 
or of equity. He had refuſed liberal 
offers to enter into the eſtabliſhment, and 
ſuch as, in the circumſtances he then was, 
he muſt have accepted, had he been in- 
| fluenced by lucrative views. But his 
integrity was ungueſtionable ; | and he 
delivered his opinions in the pulpit, with 
ſo much ſeriouſneſs and energy, and ſuch 
a degree of openneſs and frankneſs, as 
naturally impreſſed. his auditors with 2 
ſtrong conviction of his fincerity. He 
paid no regard to eſtabliſhed ſyſtems, and 
conſidered the interpoſition of human 

power and authority in matters of religion, 
as the principal ſource of the corruptions 
in Chriſtianity. This ſentiment, which 
is certainly well grounded, he was, ex- 
tremely ſolicitous to inculcate, both in 
. his 


„ 
his preaching, and in his writings. Hi” 
ſeriouſneſs and piety, the uprightneſs of © | 
his character and cbnduct, che abilities 
which he diſplayed as a preathet, and his 
many private and ſocial yirtues, procured 
him many refpectable friends, and enti- 
tled him to geſtetal eſteem. Towards the 
cloſe of his life, he was rendered incapa- 
ble of the public exerciſe of his miniſtry, 
by bodily wrakneſt and diſeiſe. But chen 
then a remarkable chearfulneſß and vis 
vacity were often obſervable” in him, till 
the powers of nature became nearly ex- 
| hauſted, and His enfeebled frame an- 
nounced his approaching diſſolution. 'As 
4 man, he was an object of much regard 
| and eſteem ; and as 4 divine, and a dili- 


gent inquirer after religious truth, let his "LB 


numerous publications ſpeak for him 

But the true deſign of funeral Aae 
of this kind, is, not chiefly to do honour 
to the dead, but to benefit the living; to 
awaken a ſenſe of that common morta- 


lity, to which we are all ſubject; and 
8 E 2 > which, 
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which, re- human beings are 
too apt to forget. The ſhortneſs of bu- 7 
man life, though it is one of thoſe obvious 
truths of which none can be ignorant, is 
yet too ſeldom practically remembered. 
The generality live as if this were to be 
ine whole of their exiſtence : they are 
anxious to procure the advantages, the 
conveniencies, and the enjoyments of the 
preſent life ; but they make little provis- 
| fion for futurity. X 
Par different ſhould be. the condu of 
Chriſtians; and far different will be their 
conduct, if the principles of the religion 
they profeſs have. their proper effect. 
They ſhould live, by faith; an habitual 
perſuaſion of. the, reality and importance 
of the great truths of the Goſpel mould 
| influence their whole conduct. If ſenti- 
ments like. theſe have made a deep and 
juſt impreſſion on our hearts, terreſtrial 


objects will appear comparatively of little 
importagce. What was it that led the 
earlier proſeſſors of Chriſtianity to undergo 


T6 1 
every ſuffering, every preſſure of diftreſs, | 


every calamity that human power could © _ 


bring upon them, with patience, with ſe⸗ 
renity, with the moſt heroic” fortitude? 
It was that faith in the great truths of 
religion, in the infinitely-momentous doc- 
trines of the Gofpel, which made them 
conſider all temporary ſufferings as tri- 
vial, compared with the future and im- 
mortal bleſſedneſs which Chriſt had ſet 
before them. They had +2ſÞet? unto the 
recomperſe of reward. They were ani- 
mated by the proſpects which the author 
and finiſher of our faith had ſet before 
them. We profeſs the ſame religion, and 
ſhould be influenced by the fame princi- 
ples 3 and if this be in reality the caſe, 
it will be productive in us of a fitnilat 
conduct. We shall then think nothing 
of ſo much importance to us, as to obtain 
the favour and approbation of Gut great 
Judge. We ſhall then look not chiefly _ 
at thoſe things which are ſeen, and whith 
are temporal; bit at the things "which are 


net ſeen, and which are eternal. 
153 One 
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One of the moſt mournful ſcenes. in 
human. life, is that of. taking our laſt 
fare yell of thoſe whom we have long 
loved and eſteemed, and who are about 
to deſcend into the grave, But this ſepa - 
ration would be rendered much more 
painful, were it not for the proſpects 
which religion ſets before us. This is 
our great conſolation, when we are de- 
prived of our virtuous and pious friends 
by death, that on their departure from 
this world, the righteous are removed to 
mount Zion, to the city of the living God, 
te the heavenly Jeruſalem ; to an innume- 
rable company of angels, to the, general 
affembly and church of the  firt-born, tq 
God. the judge of all, to the ſpirits of juſt 
men made perfect, and to Feſus, the medi- 
ator: f the New Covenant. Sentiments 
and views like theſe will naturally alle- 
viate the diſtreſsful reflexions which may 
ariſe in the breaſts of the ſurviving rela- 
tives of our late honoured and departed 
friend, in conſequence of the loſs which 


4 his death the have. ſuſtained. 
* | * Death 
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Death puts an end to all our temporal 
| cares, to all our temporal purſpits, to all 
our temporal enjoyments: but it puts not 
an end to our being. We quit this ſcene; 
but we are removed to another infinitely 
more important. What will be our ſitu- 
ation there, is an inquiry of all others 
the moſt intereſting. Can there be one 
around me indifferent, what will be his 
future allotment, what the ſentence which 
he ſhall receive at the bar of the Al- 
mighty? It is impoſſible. . Nothing: but 
groſs and ſhameful inattention to the great 
truths of religion, can conceal. from us 
their importance. 
When we leaye theſe esd of. the 
dead, let not thoſe ſalutary impreſſions be 
wholly loſt, which may on this occaſion | 
| have been excited. As we know, that 
we are mortal; as we know, that a few 
years will put a period to our temporal 
exiſtence ; let us improve the time with 
which we may yet be favoured by the all- 


gracious Author of our being; let us cul- | 
, tivate 


- Sadly 
tivate all the virtues which ſhould adorn 
the Chriſtjan character, and by which ont 
divine Maſter himſelf was fo illuſtriouſſy 
diſtinguiſhed. At the laſt day, when the 
| trumpet of the archangel ſhall ſound, 
when all who ate in their graves ſhall hear 


 _ the voice of the Son of God, it will then 


be of infinite importance to us, what part, 
what character we ſhall have ſuſtained, what 
ſhall have been the general tenor of our 
conduct, in the preſent world. It will then 
be of infinite importance to us, whether 
| we ſhall be numbered among the righteous 
or the wicked; among thoſe who have 
| ſerved God, or thoſe who have ſerved him 
abt. Let us then fix our views upon the 
end of life; and be induced, by the cer- 
_ rainty of its approach, ſincerely and dili- 
| gently to keep the commandments of God. 
Then may we rejoice in hope, that bit 
 eorruptible body ſhall put on incorruption, 
ee ee eee eee 
A. Amen. a 
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